
The Red Cross - Link between Individuals
and the Peoples of the World1

On learning of the proposal that I should speak here on the
occasion of the Red Cross Centenary, I relived the exalted hours
in Prague during the discussion of the Declaration of Red Cross
Principles. I clearly remembered the inspired words during the
debate and the competence of an understanding Chairman, JVtr. Leo-
pold Boissier. It was delightful to remember General Gruenther
(USA) and Mr. Miterev (USSR) in happy handshake as they jointly
expressed their agreement to the final draft which we all acclaimed.
The Declaration, by the way, provides among other things that the
Red Cross " promotes mutual understanding, friendship, co-oper-
ation and lasting peace amongst all peoples."

Well, I said to myself : here is an instance of the Red Cross
linking in common agreement the heads, no less, of two National
Red Cross Societies of two powerful nations of opposite ideologies.
I could not but decide at the moment: Everything for the Red
Cross, and I forgot all about modesty.

I bring you warm greetings from my people and my Society.
I pay the highest tribute to the International Committee of the
Red Cross for its 100 years of uninterrupted useful service to
humanity, and for the richly deserved recognition it has won from
the whole world for its integrity, competence and indispensability
in the promotion of human welfare and amity through international
understanding and co-operation.

1 In February and April 1964 the International Review published the
texts of the lectures delivered in 1963, by Mrs. S. Gabru and Mr. F. Siordet
on the occasion of the Red Cross Centenary in Geneva. We now have the pleasure
of giving the text of the last of this series of lectures ; it was delivered by
Mrs. G. Pecson, last year's President of the Philippine Red Cross and her
country's representative at the International Red Cross Centenary Congress
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The anonymous millions without whose idealism and dedication
the Red Cross would not be the beloved reality that it is at present,
should not be forgotten. Of them, Manuel Roxas, the first President
of the Republic of the Philippines, said in part when he inaugurated
the independent Philippine National Red Cross. " To the lasting
honor of this great organization, the world can bear witness that it
has never been remiss in its humanitarian mission . . . This work has
been carried out in a spirit of self-sacrifice and heroism. Red Cross
workers have been known to brave the winds of a storm, to breast
the waves of a surging sea, to meet the terrors of a conflagration, to
dare the deadly menace of infection in order to be able to bring
relief to the injured and the sick. In this manner suffering has been
minimized, comfort has been spread, and the growth of disease has
been arrested."

I have been asked to discuss tonight the subject, " The Red
Cross—Link Between Individuals and the Peoples of the World."
It seems dramatically expressive of the Red Cross as a unifying
force considering that the records of mankind are full of instances
where the loftiest ideals and the noblest causes have been subverted
and deformed, and some of the bloodiest crimes in history were
perpetrated in the name of one or the other ideal or cause.

Man has been separated from his fellowmen by some barrier or
another, physical or intellectual; cultural or religious ; geographical
or racial. Some barriers he was born with, others he created. He
seems destined to stand apart from his own kin. But a distinguishing
characteristic of humanity lies in the fact that man, while aware of
the differences that mark him from other men, has from the begin-
ning of creation sought a link that would bind him to his fellow-
men. Man is still searching for this link and in its quest mankind has
hoped and despaired alternately. And still the search goes on; today's
hope becoming tomorrow's despair, in turn to yield to new hopes in
the eternal cycle of life and death that attends man and his ideas.

I am heartened however by the fact that in my many years of
connection with the Red Cross, as well as in my readings, I have yet
to find a case in which a man has taken the life of another in the
name of the Red Cross. Hence .1 come to you with a proposal, one
that is not new to us who are gathered here, but one which we must
proclaim in one voice here and now to the ears of all mankind, and
one to which we must now commit ourselves to strengthen and to
honor for the edification of man and the preservation of the race.
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I put it to you, that the Red Cross is the link between individuals
and the peoples of the world. And if I seem to presume too much,
I invite your attention to the century of the Red Cross. Have not,
within the century, democracies, dictatorships, institutions, ideo-
logies and alliances come and gone while the Red Cross rode through
the tides to come to us in full bloom, unblemished by vicissitudes,
with a proud record of service to mankind ? There is the world of
difference between the Red Cross and other organizations in any
language.

The idea which gave birth to the Red Cross contained elements
for linking people to save man from the hatred, the cruelty and
cunning of man. It was in June, 1859 that Henry Dunant, over-
whelmed with compassion for fellow beings in pain, gathered the
women at Castiglione—the men were at the battlefronts—to look
after 1,000 out of over 40,000 wounded lying unattended on the
fields of battle. The occasion was the war in which France, under
Napoleon III , joined forces with Italy to free the lafter from
Austrian domination. In the Battle of Solferino, approximately
400,000 men were locked in mortal combat. Dunant salvaged all
he could—French, Austrians and Italians—compelled by his
feeling that " We are all brothers." This spirit of kinship was a
gleam of the ideal that was to mobilize peoples and nations under
the banner of the Red Cross.

As is now well known, Dunant's A Memory of Solferino, which
unfolds his torment over the horrors of war, aroused the con-
science of Europe. In his book, he urges every country to organise a
society to assist military medical staffs in ministering to the
wounded soldiers in open warfare. His appeal sounds like the
preamble of the charter of the United Nations and is also addressed
to all, thus " The imploring appeal must therefore be made to men
of all countries and of all classes, to the mighty ones of this world,
and to the poorest workman ; for all can, in one way or another,
each in his own sphere and within his own limitations, do something
to help the good work forward . . . " In his time, Dunant saw the
need of linking the rich and the poor, the mighty and the weak—all
the people on earth—in the promotion of mutual respect and love
among men.

Gustave Moynier, a Swiss lawyer and President of the Public
Welfare Society of Geneva, was the first to respond to Dunant's
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appeal. Although he did not know Dunant, he called on him after
reading his book A Memory of Solferino. He then convened his
Society on February 9, 1863, and explained the moving story of
Solferino. To study Dunant's proposal, the now famous Committee
of Five was elected : Moynier, General Guillaume Henri Dufour,
the victor of the war of the Sonderbund, Dr. Louis Appia, a surgeon
who had served in Napoleon Hlrd's war against Austria, another
surgeon, Dr. Theodore Maunoir, and Dunant. These influential
volunteers met on February 17, 1863 and resolved to band them-
selves together to undertake the humanitarian activities envisioned
by Dunant. Without knowing it, they organized the historic Inter-
national Committee whose centenary we are celebrating. Five men
of goodwill, of diverse professions, were drawn together and linked
by a common goal: humanity.

The Committee launched its program and embarked on a
vigorous campaign for public support. The Swiss Confederation
convened a diplomatic conference in Geneva whose work under the
chairmanship of General Dufour was crowned with the signing on
August 22, 1864 of the first " Geneva Convention for the Amelior-
ation of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field."

This inter-governmental link was forged that day, when mighty
nations willingly yielded part of their power to a higher authority
they voluntarily acknowledged. When these sovereign nations
yielded part of their sovereignty by relinquishing the power of life
and death over the wounded in battle, a new epoch dawned on
mankind, the link began to take shape, and each battle that was
fought afterwards and acknowledged the sovereignty of human life
and human dignity was a blow upon the anvil on which was being
forged this great link that we know today.

The gleam that we saw in Dunant's relief work among the
wounded soldiers in Castiglione has now become a bright torch,
visible all over the world, vanquishing the dark shadows of pre-
judice and fanaticism from the hearts of men and enthroning
therein in their place reverence for life and brotherhood of men.

The first Geneva Convention is a crowning glory of the illustrious
history of the ICRC. It is unique in that a private organization
succeeded in uniting governments under what historically is the
first international law. Its approval marked a turning point in
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history, having brought forth new concepts in human values and
opened new avenues which led to consistent and persistent struggle
for the recognition of and respect for the fundamental rights of man.

Because it is a movement of love, the Red Cross is responsive to
the needs of human society. Consequently, after the first con-
vention, protection was also provided in 1899 to combatants at
sea ; in 1929 to prisoners of war and in 1949 to civilians in distress.

By the terms of the Geneva Conventions, the scope of Red Cross
action extended beyond alleviation of suffering on the battlefield
to prevention and alleviation of suffering anywhere.

The contrasting motivation of belligerent nations and the Red
Cross is so fascinating that I am tempted to plunge into history to
bring it out. Suffice to say that the International Committee went
into action as early as 1864 as the promoter of the Geneva Conven-
tion. It succeeded in getting its representative recognized and
allowed to work on the field of combat under the white banner with
the red cross symbol in its center. During the Austro-Pru^sian War
which broke out on June 5, 1866, Red Cross ambulances and
stretcher bearers appeared for the first time on the battlefields.

During the Franco-Prussian War (1870-71) all Red Cross
societies in Europe and America spontaneously sent enormous
amounts of assistance. This was the beginning of the solidarity
among the societies of the Red Cross. At that time the ICRC
established an Agency in Basle where over 150 volunteers attended
to war victims. The present world-wide tracing activity of the
ICRC on behalf of prisoners of war took its roots there. This is a
humanitarian service of incalculable value, endeavouring as it does
to bring news to prisoners about their loved ones and to unite them
at the earliest possible opportunity. As all know, loneliness and
worry over the safety of one's family can torture a million times
worse than dungeons.

The power of the Red Cross to attract people to join its inter-
national action became more manifest as the years went by.
Catholic States like Austria and Bavaria, had refrained from active
participation in the affairs of the Red Cross because the venue of
the Geneva Convention was known as a citadel of Protestantism.
But the worth of the Red Cross having been there for all to see, these
two powers finally ratified the Geneva Convention in 1866. In 1868,
the Holy See itself acceded to the Convention, thereby wiping out
all prejudices against the Red Cross from the Catholic point of view.
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I t was in 1865 that Turkey acceded to the Geneva Convention,
the first country of the Moslem world to associate itself with the
Red Cross.

It can be seen that the Red Cross observes the principle of
religious neutrality in the widest meaning of the term. It welcomes
all and rejects none—the desire to help and uphold the Geneva
Conventions is all it asks for.

More joined the movement: Russia in 1867, Japan in 1886,
Siam in 1895 and China in 1904. Through undertakings commonly
shared and imaginatively planned in support of human rights, the
Red Cross has now achieved unity among nations and peoples of
diverse religions and cultures.

The First World War unleashed the combined wrath and
wickedness of all wars in history and used the most fearful instru-
ments of destruction then known, with unparalleled ruthlessness.
Since it was fought everywhere, Red Cross workers were at all
fronts on land and sea helping millions of sick, wounded and
disabled soldiers. They also looked after innumerable interned
civilians and citizens of occupied countries ; effected exchange of
some 450,000 sick and wounded and dispatched millions of messages
tracing members of families torn asunder by the war. They fought
for improvements of conditions in prison camps.

Judging by its performance during the First World War, the
ICRC had already succeeded in co-ordinating the work of an
enormous number of civilians in national Red Cross societies and
governments. The Red Cross was the only ray of hope in a world
turned blind by seething hatred that thrust peoples against peoples
in heartless holocaust.

The long agony of the First World War made people hate war.
" Never again ! " was the cry of every heart. Of the situation,
Winston Churchill wrote, " There was a deep conviction and almost
universal hope that peace would reign in the world. This heart's
desire of all the peoples could easily have been gained by stead-
fastness in righteous convictions and by reasonable common sense
and prudence." National loyalties and national pride influenced by
the past asserted themselves as usual at the expense of world affairs.

Developments in international politics crystallized the position
of the Red Cross as a power for peace. The year 1919 saw the birth
of the League of Nations as a shining monument to man's aspir-
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ations for peace. Article 25 of the Covenant of the League gave
official recognition to the Red Cross and provided : " The members
of the League agree to encourage and promote the establishment
and cooperation of duly organized national Red Cross organiza-
tions . . ." But the League of Nations was doomed to a tragic end.
President Wilson, who was the main architect of the League, was
abandoned by his own Senate. A stroke of paralysis prevented him
from bringing his cause before his people. His party suffered defeat
in the election of 1920. Thick clouds of political conflict began to
gather as frustration froze the world's hopes for peace.

The year 1919 also saw the birth of the League of Red Cross
Societies which, unlike the League of Nations, was destined to
endure. After the First World War, forty Red Cross delegates met
in Cannes, France, in April 1919 to study the role of the Red Cross
in a world so sick of war, it hankered for peace. Unlike victors in
war, they consolidated their gains—their experiences, that is, not
for selfish ends, but for building a better world. Although unaware
of it, the delegates were in fact giving practical expression to the
longing for peace which had quietly dominated the Red Cross from
its birth. In La guerre et la charite, by Moynier and Appia, (1865,
Geneva) two of the founding fathers wrote, " We must protest
against this great collective iniquity which is called war, which is
no other than one of the manifestations of evil in the world."

Henry P. Davison, Chairman of the American Red Cross during
the First World War, was the founder of the League of Red Cross
Societies. He had expressed the conviction that the impetus acquired
by the Red Cross during the war should be conserved and invigor-
ated by uniting all Red Cross societies. No set of men, he empha-
sized, can establish lasting peace without first relieving the world
of distress. He was convinced that this was possible only through
concerted global action. His appeal for unity found instant moral
support. On May 5, 1919, in Paris, the provisional statutes pre-
pared in Cannes were adopted and the League of Red Cross Societies
was born.

This event is a momentous milestone in world history, for with
the national societies united, a large organized force of volunteers
became available for action any time for the good of mankind
anywhere in the world. Apart from promoting the organization of a
national Red Cross society in every country and guiding its member
societies, the League coordinates relief work in case of great
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national and international catastrophes. It has pioneered in health
education, nursing, and youth activities and has developed new-
methods in first aid, blood transfusion, social service and technical
assistance. In every country there is a regular program of training
of volunteers for all kinds of Red Cross work. The Junior Red Cross
members are trained for protection of health and life, service and
international friendship. Today there are about 175 million people
all over the world who can be mobilized by the Red Cross at a
moment's notice.

Considering the unity of the ICRC, the League with its more
than one hundred members bound by the Geneva Conventions and
the Junior Red Cross ; their program of international exchanges of
persons, information and knowhow ; their mutual assistance in
case of calamity, as well as their international youth study centers
organized here and there, the Red Cross today possesses a tremen-
dous power for good all over the world composed of a huge number
of trained volunteers and a vast reservoir of goodwill. The Inter-
national Committee has an eminent moral power behind it as
guardian of the Geneva Conventions.

After the birth of the League, every Red Cross Conference
expressed desire for a positive program for peace. One of them, the
Stockholm Conference of 1948, expressed itself in no uncertain
terms in two resolutions. The first recommends that the Junior
Red Cross program stress the importance of international friendship
as the basis for world peace, and in the second, the Conference
affirmed its " abhorrence of war " and " determination to work
constantly for the development of international understanding,
which would also lead to enduring peace."

At its XXVIth Session in Prague in 1961, the Board of Gov-
ernors of the League again reiterated its " call on all national
societies of the Red Cross, the Red Crescent and the Red Lion and
Sun to make every effort through their humanitarian services to
maintain peace by consolidating mutual understanding, friendship
and cooperation among the peoples of the world."

Thus, the Red Cross developed a tradition in its collective
conscience as an instrument of peace and as a power to unify
persons and peoples all over the world in spite of many diversities.

The close co-operation of the Red Cross with the United Nations
and its specialized agencies springs from one of the first resolutions
of the United Nations. It says : " The necessary steps shall be taken
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to ensure that in all circumstances contact may be maintained
between the National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies of all
countries so as to enable them to carry out their humanitarian task."

After the First World War, the International Committee
arranged for the repatriation of over 500,000 war prisoners. There
were hundreds of thousands of others in need of care, the Red
Cross therefore invited the League of Nations to find a solution
for the vast refugee problem at the time. To this initiative of the
Red Cross the world owes the establishment in 1921 of the Office for
Refugees by the League of Nations. Fridtjof Nansen was appointed
the first High Commissioner. Large scale co-operation in the care
of refugees between the Red Cross and the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees continues to this day.

The Red Cross also co-operates extensively with the other
specialized agencies of the United Nations, particularly with the
World Health Organization, UNESCO, FAO, and UNICEF.

As is well known, there is very close collaboration between
UNESCO and the League in the upbringing of youth in the ideal
of peace.

The sphere of activity of the Red Cross now includes close
co-operation with both governmental and non-governmental
organizations. With this link the Red Cross becomes truly universal,
extending to every land throughout the globe.

In a world that has not learned its lesson from two disastrous
world wars, the unifying power of the Red Cross cannot be over-
stated. The post World War II period has been racked by dis-
sension and strife, which later took the form of one all-out war,
the Korean War, and possibly a hundred and one other violent
incidents where man took the life of his fellowman with the reck-
lessness with which war makes men act. But throughout this
period the Red Cross emerged time and again as the only bridge of
conciliation among humans.

In the Korean War in which the United Nations themselves
were participants, it was the National Red Cross Societies of the
countries involved in the war, the Philippines included, that were
called upon to supervise the exchange of prisoners after the cess.-
ation of hostilities. During the Hungarian conflict in 1956, the
Red Cross was allowed to enter the battlefield to pursue its life-
saving mission. In the Suez Canal incident (1956-1957), in Algeria
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and in the Congo, in Vietnam and in Laos, the Red Cross, working
untrammeled in the midst of bloodshed and destruction, became
the redeeming factor in the otherwise shameful and disgraceful
conduct of men among men.

It was a distinct honor for the International Committee of the
Red Cross to be requested by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to inspect vessels bound for Cuba to ensure that cargoes
did not contain certain categories of weapons, in implementation
of an agreement between the States concerned. I was in Washington,
D.C., in December 1962 when the American Red Cross was similarly
honored. It took charge of negotiations for the release of the Bay
of Pigs prisoners in Cuba, and of arrangements for their reunion on
Christmas Eve with their families who had been torn away from
them by the hostilities. These instances show that when govern-
ments disagree in their bitterness, they agree to call upon the Red
Cross to provide the link between their constituents.

Throughout this year of 1963, in every land, there was to be a
continuing program of activities to celebrate the Red Cross cen-
tenary. These events, while arousing a sense of gladness, should
draw the attention of all to the real meaning of the ideal of the Red
Cross. They should attract new sources of support, and portray the
neutrality, independence, impartiality and universality of the Red
Cross and the unity of thought that pervades it. The celebration
should show the vast number and the incalculable strength of
those who,~ln spite of and beyond all differences—race, nationality,
ideology or interests tending to separate men—have an abiding
faith in and love for their fellowmen. The Red Cross is forever a
reminder of what men of goodwill can do when working together,
and this fact the centennial anniversary we celebrate this year
must point out anew. This is the lesson of the Red Cross ; it is also
its greatness.

This lesson and this greatness the Red Cross needs to-day as it
faces new, complicated and urgent challenges at the portal of its
second century of existence.

To-day's world is witness to unprecedented attainments in
education, science and technology. Yet, what a paradox is life
to-day ! Penury is rampant in the midst of plenty ; massive ignor-
ance and illiteracy in spite of modern education and super-
abundance of reading matter ; misunderstanding and distrust in
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the face of advanced media of communication that bring right
into one's own home, conversation and pictures of events happening
in the farthest corners of the globe. Man's genius, exploited to
the limit in the search of fulfilment and a satisfying life, also
invents instruments for his destruction. Rancor and open warfare
persist in spite of the primacy of interdependence for survival.
Changes happen at lightning speed. This indeed is a push-button
era in which man suffers from the pressures of living, like a thousand
serpents tightening around his chest. Hence, in spite of the great
forward steps made, a world in constant fear of total destruction
looks to the Red Cross for reassurance. For its part the Red Cross
with its rich experience and being the link between persons and
between peoples of the world faces mankind and the future with
confidence.

Past President of the International Committee, Max Huber,
based upon the Red Cross a hope so fervent it is almost a prayer,
one which has never failed to move me : " Whether it be men's
passions, hatreds or necessity that have battered down the ramparts
which protect the peace between nations or within them, all is not
yet lost so long as the Red Cross still lives. So long as it still carries
on its arduous labor of love, a remnant of mutual comprehension
survives, and may be the point of departure for spiritual recon-
struction when the war is over, for the Red Cross is a cross too, the
symbol of mankind's misery and salvation." What a magnificent
expression of consummate faith in the Red Cross !

Of course, the Red Cross will live. This is not its last century.
It will live as long as mankind lives. It is no longer possible to
think of the world without its unifying power, its rallying point,
its source of comfort and hope, its spiritual anchor, its mother and
teacher, the Red Cross.

GERONIMA T. PECSON
Former Chairman of the

Philippine National Red Cross
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