
A GLANCE THROUGH THE REVIEWS

Undergraduate medical education in the USSR. — WHO Chronicle,
Geneva, 1964, No. 5.—

In April 1962, professors and teachers of medicine from 22 countries
took part in an inter-regional travelling seminar on undergraduate
medical education, organized by WHO in co-operation with the Ministry
of Health of the USSR. The group visited nine medical institutions in
the USSR, and the following information is a summary of the seminar's
unpublished report.

Medical training in the USSR was organised after the revolution to
meet the urgent need for health services. In 1913, the country had only
23,000 physicians trained in universities under the authority of the
Ministry of Education. To expand this number rapidly, the authorities
of the USSR found it necessary to establish new institutions exclusively
for medical training, many of them in cities without universities but with
hospitals where such training could be given. Since the AU-Union
Ministry of Health and the Ministries of Health of the various Republics
bear direct responsibility for health services, they also direct medical
education (which includes both "higher medical education" and
" middle-grade and lower level medical education ") and medical research.
The Ministry of Education, however, also has a part to play, since it
determines the methods for the selection of professors and lays down
standards for medical degrees.

To care for the needs of a population of 220 million the USSR in 1961
had approximately 420,000 physicians (about 19 per 10,000 persons).
In order to provide for the net annual population increase of some
3.6 million, several thousand more doctors are needed every year. Other
factors also impose heavy demands upon the medical education system.
A shift in the composition of the population has produced a steady rise
in the proportion of persons in higher age groups, who require more
medical care. Increased urbanization has also contributed to the demand.
Emphasis on preventive medicine has involved a considerable expansion
of child health services. In 1962 there were 1,800,000 hospital beds in the
USSR. It is planned to increase this number to 2,200,000 by 1965. The
health authorities are planning to extend and increase the training of
qualified medical staff.

At the time of the seminar there were 85 medical institutes in the
USSR, including five attached to universities. There were five types of
faculty in the medical institutes: therapeutics (general medicine),
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paediatrics, sanitation and hygiene (public health), stomatology, and
pharmacy. There were faculties of general medicine in all but ten of the
institutes. There were 75 faculties of therapeutics, 30 of paediatrics,
20 of sanitation and hygiene, 24 of stomatology, and 17 of pharmacy.
(There are now 86 medical institutes, including medical faculties in
universities), 76 faculties of general medicine, 35 paediatric faculties,
25 faculties of sanitation and hygiene, 32 of stomatology, 17 of pharmacy
and one of medical biology).

Approximately 180,000 students were attending the undergraduate
courses of the five faculties, and the annual number of graduates from
them was estimated to be about 30,000...

The Development Programme of the League in Sierra Leone, by G. G.
Bolton, The Red Cross World, Geneva, 1964, No. 1.

As long ago as 1462 a Portuguese adventurer, Pedro da Cintra, gave
Sierra Leone its name... the Lion Mountains. Today, an additional,
description has been put on a recent postage stamp issue... « Land of
Iron Ore and Diamonds ». The possibility of kicking up a diamond out
of the dust in the Lion Mountains offers interesting possibilities to the
prospective visitor !

Compared to Tanganyika and Nigeria, the two other African countries
which I have visited, Sierra Leone looks very small indeed, the land area
being only 28,000 square miles and the population two and a quarter
million. Small though it may be, the people are showing an increasing
drive in their determination to achieve better standards of life. There is
a general spirit of friendliness and here people of many nationalities and
colour work together in remarkable harmony. Though new roads are
being built, many are still just laterite, deeply corrugated and dusty in
the dry season, slippery and treacherous in the rains. Having driven for
some 7,000 miles during my assignment and been stuck on the road for
nine hours, I speak of conditions from experience.

The National headquarters of the Sierra Leone Red Cross are in
Liverpool Street, Freetown. The road slopes steeply down. At the
bottom is the Connaught Hospital with the sea beyond and ships which
frequently come from that other Liverpool far away. The first group of
freed slaves returning from America landed on the coast where Free-
town now stands. The nearby village of Wilberforce perpetuates the
name of that great champion of freedom. Many of the inhabitants of the
area are direct descendants of the original settlers. Twelve completely
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