
International Committee In Geneva

At the University of Geneva

The Geneva State Council has just appointed Mr. Jean Pictet
to be in charge of courses in humanitarian law at the Faculty of
Law. The International Committee of the Red Cross is doubly
pleased by this appointment since, if Mr. Pictet is Director for
General Affairs of the ICRC, he is also at the present time one of the
jurists who have most knowledge of that part of the law of nations
which, notably under the influence of the Red Cross movement,
aims at protecting the victims of both international and civil war.

It is unnecessary to recall in a Review to which he has so often
contributed, that Mr. Pictet has published important studies on
humanitarian law and Red Cross principles.

The Faculty of Law of Geneva University is one of the first to
introduce the regular teaching of humanitarian law into its curri-
culum. To our knowledge some graduate institutes in the world,
still far too rarely, have created or have manifested the intention
of creating a chair (or of organizing seminars) of humanitarian law.'
It should, however, be pointed out that the study of the Geneva
Conventions is certainly an integral part of courses in international
law in various countries.

Now, for some time past, the International Committee of the
Red Cross has been hoping that similar instruction be given at
universities. The Geneva Conventions have become the heritage of
all and one of the prime necessities is that they be widely known.
Incorporated into public international law, since their ratification or
accession by the Powers have made of them law, they can and
must be studied as they deserve to be, and in accordance with
international engagements in the framework of official instruction
in all countries.

The Geneva Conventions occupy a privileged position in the
law of nations. The very fact of their existence and that so many
States are bound by them indeed show that a law of humanity has
already been created.
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