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INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTARY SERVICE x

A seminar on international voluntary service was held in Stras-
bourg, France, from 26 to 30 October, with participants from some
30 European organisations and a number of international organ-
isations and others. The Seminar was a continuation of a similar
meeting held in July 1963. The basic work was done through groups
which met to consider the following subjects :

—liaison with developing countries-reciprocity ; liaison between
sending organisations-exchange of information-publicity and public
relations ; relationships between governmental and non-govern-
mental organisations ; selection of volunteers; general training for
volunteers-language teaching ; welfare—technical information for
volunteers—transport; teamwork in community development.

Reports from all these working groups were presented to the full
Seminar and will be available for those interested in the Seminar
report which will be published with the cooperation of the Council
of Europe, which hosted the meeting.

The Seminar adopted three resolutions of interest to all non-
governmental organisations, and the full texts are given below.
It may be noted that much stress was laid on improving cooperation
in the interests of voluntary service, and that this requires developed
liaison between voluntary organisations on the one hand, govern-
ments and governmental agencies on the other hand, and also
between these different types of bodies.

1 ICVA News, International Council of Voluntary Agencies, Geneva,
No. 14, November-December.

48



MISCELLANEOUS

Resolutions

" The Seminar on International Voluntary Service,

encouraged by Resolution No. 849 of the 36th Session of ECOSOC
and by the expressed wish of the United Nations family to use
volunteers more and in the hope that this wish will be fulfilled ;

believing there will be a need for further seminars organised on
a world-wide basis ;

records that it would welcome a United Nations initiative in
promoting such a seminar within the next three years, but failing
this requests the Co-ordination Committee for International
Voluntary Workcamps, in consultation with the International
Council of Voluntary Agencies, to convene one."

Finally, the members of the Seminar are asked to encourage
their organisations to pledge their support to such future seminars.

" The non-governmental organisations involved in international
voluntary service reiterate their concern for developing world
co-operation in the interests of promoting such service. Such world
co-operation is understood in no way to exclude regional and
national co-operation towards the same purposes.

To promote world co-operation, the non-governmental organisa-
tions here represented wish to see the maximum use made of the
facilities of existing international liaison agencies.

All non-governmental organisations involved in voluntary
service are strongly encouraged to support and make possible the
extension of the existing international liaison facilities.

The non-governmental organisations specifically note with
appreciation the work of the Co-ordination Committee for Inter-
national Voluntary Workcamps in the sphere of long-term voluntary
service, and request the Co-ordination Committee to extend its
practical services in this sphere.

The non-governmental organisations equally note with apprecia-
tion the opportunities available through the International Council
of Voluntary Agencies for broad co-operation on all matters of
concern to non-governmental organisations. The non-governmental
organisations would welcome any initiative from ICVA and the
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Co-ordination Committee which would bring about the most
effective utilisation of their resources."

" The Seminar on International Voluntary Service,

Aware of the need for contact, co-operation and co-ordination
between organisations engaging in voluntary work for development,

aware that this contact will be most fruitful in a world jorum
where developing countries are equal partners with others,

ex-presses the hope that the United Nations will take the initia-
tive in working out a system of co-operation capable of laying the
foundation for the major effort which we all aspire to make, namely
that of offering voluntary service in the cause of a civilisation united
on a world basis."

Lastly, the Seminar noted suggestions put forward by certain
of the participating organisations based in Europe to create a
technical liaison service concerned with problems of selection,
training, social security, transport, etc. A number of European-
based organisations met separately to consider the establishment
of such liaison.
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