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During the course of 1964, the recrudescence of troubles in
various regions of the Congo gave rise to further distress. The Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross, which had been in the country
since I960, had to consider intensifying its activity on behalf of
ever more numerous victims amongst the native population as well
as foreign residents. Its delegates then succeeded in achieving
several notable results, such as in arranging for the evacuation of
civilians as was the case in Albertville.

At the end of August 1964, anxious for the safety of their
own nationals, belonging to about fifteen different nationalities,
trapped in areas occupied by the insurgents fighting against the
Leopoldville central authorities, several governments requested the
ICRC to send a mission to Stanleyville, the seat of the rebellion. The
ICRC accepted to attempt this undertaking. It took care, however,
to stress that such a mission would be carried out in accordance with
Red Cross principles and would be effected on behalf of all the
victims of the events, without any political or racial discrimination.

A special delegate left Geneva on September 4 to decide upon
measures by which this action was to be accomplished. The ICRC
then informed the Organization of African Unity of this step.

However, as the situation continued to deteriorate, the Inter-
national Committee launched an appeal on September 18 " to all
those exercising authority in the Congo ". This appeal insisted on
respect being given to prisoners of war and non-combatants, on the
prohibition of the taking of hostages and of bombing the civilian
population.

In the morning of September 19, Mr. Christophe Gbenye\ head
of the insurgent government, authorized the landing at Stanleyville
of an ICRC aircraft carrying a group of delegates as well as medicines
and other relief supplies.

The aircraft left Basle for Stanleyville on September 22, permis-
sion to land there being given on September 251.

1 Plate.
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The ICRC delegates were met on arrival at Stanleyville aero-
drome by Messrs. Gbenye' and Soumialot, leaders of the insurgent
government, with whom they had long negotiations. They noted
that those with whom they spoke were ignorant of the provisions
of the Geneva Conventions to which they did not consider them-
selves bound. The two insurgent leaders, however, stated that the
evacuation of European residents from Albertville, had been fol-
lowed by bombing. Mr. Gbenye and Mr. Soumialot expressed their
fear that a similar evacuation from Stanleyville would have the
same consequences.

However, the delegation's doctors made contact with their col-
leagues who had remained in the town and handed them medicines,
which had been brought in the aircraft for the use of the whole of
the civilian population. They then drew up a list of further necessary
medical relief.

Negotiations on the evacuation of civilians only ended in a pro-
mise of repatriation for certain groups on humanitarian grounds.
The delegates in addition collected 800 messages written by foreign
residents for their families.

Since it was not in a position to accomplish other tasks, the mis-
sion left Stanleyville on September 26 for Bangui, then proceeded
to Bujumbura (Burundi), from which communication with Stanley-
ville was easier.

The delegates took every opportunity of attempting to return
to Stanleyville and made fresh proposals with a view to achieving
even a limited number of evacuations, the principle of which had
been accepted. But several of their messages to Mr. Gbenye re-
mained unanswered.

In this deadlock, the ICRC however decided to continue its
efforts and again sought the support of the Conciliation Commission
of the OAU.

However, news from Stanleyville began to deteriorate.
Mr. Gbenye"'s government openly threatened to execute foreign
residents who would henceforth be considered as " hostages ", in
the event of towns being bombed by the Leopoldville forces.

Those governments which had approached the ICRC in August
then in their turn made urgent representations to the President of
the Conciliation Commission of the OAU, Mr. Kenyatta, for him
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to intervene himself with Mr. Gbenye" and give his support to the
ICRC's efforts. The head of the government in Nairobi in fact
accepted to intervene with Stanleyville.

This step at last resulted in a reply being given by Mr. Gbenye".
He gave his assurance that the lives of foreigners were not in danger
and he would himself always be disposed to facilitate the activity of
the Red Cross. He asked that a delegation from the.OAU proceed to
him to reassure themselves to that effect.

On the other hand, as a result of the ICRC's representations,
the head of the Le"opoldville government undertook to restrict the
operations of his air forces to purely military objectives, to spare
the civilian population and to respect the Geneva Conventions.

No new factors were brought to the situation at the end of Octo-
ber and early November. Whilst anxiety was being increasingly
felt for the safety of foreign residents in Stanleyville, the ICRC
made a further appeal from Geneva to Mr. Gbenye" and intervened
once more with Mr. Kenyatta.

In answer, Stanleyville requested the ICRC to " ensure first of
all the cessation of American and Belgian bombing " to enable the
ICRC aircraft to land. Shortly afterwards Mr. Gbenye" added that
all foreigners would in future be considered as " prisoners of war ".

The general delegate of the ICRC in Africa then went to Nairobi
where he had talks with Mr. Kenyatta and members of his council.
As a result, the head of the Kenya government made a declaration
on November 12 in support of the efforts being made on behalf of
foreigners at Stanleyville.

Shortly before the Belgian parachute operation, final approaches
were made both to the Emperor of Abyssinia and the Secretary-
General of the OAU. It was suggested to the latter that he take
steps with the insurgents with a view to their accepting the im-
mediate sending of an ICRC mission, accompanied by a delegate of
the OAU and one representative of countries whose nationals were
in Stanleyville.

On November 24, the intervention of Congolese and Belgian
forces changed the situation by making that town accessible once
more.

As soon as they were informed that the landing ground was
practicable, the ICRC delegates left Bujumbura for Stanleyville.

32



%i

rM
-virw^. w «

s
3 * ,

s ^ *••T7

.1 a - ^

13 E3

ICRC relief parcels being loaded, in Basle,... Photos Bertolf, B

. . into an aircraft about to fly to the Congo.
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The delegate of the ICRC, Mr. Ruff (on right), accompanied by a Turkish Cypriot official
about to hand over clothing...

CYPRUS

as relief for children in a displaced persons camp near Nicosia.
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The special ICRC aircraft, which carried food relief stocks and
emergency medicines, landed on the morning of November 25 while
firing was still taking place in several quarters of the town. Three
delegates, one of whom was a doctor, had flown in the aircraft which
also carried a thousand family messages for civilians who had been
separated for a long time from their relatives.

Whilst one delegate remained on the spot, the ICRC aircraft
took part in the evacuation of some African and Asian nationals.
It then returned to Stanleyville where a delegation was to have
been installed entrusted with assisting all the victims of the events,
irrespective of party.

However, the chaotic situation prevailing in that area rendered
such an activity impossible. The ICRC special mission had therefore
to withdraw and returned to Geneva.

The ICRC, however, remains represented in Le"opoldville. It
has moreover instructed its delegation to intervene with the Con-
golese Government in order to ensure the protection of insurgent
prisoners and to visit those under detention in the capital of the
Congo.

* *

YEMEN

Uqhd Hospital

Since the beginning of its medical programme on behalf of the
victims of the civil war raging in the Yemen, the International
Committee of the Red Cross has treated some 14,500 persons. Of
these 9100 wounded and sick made their way by their own resources
to the field hospital at Uqhd in Royalist territory in Northeast
Yemen; a further 900 were admitted to the hospital; 4500 were
examined and treated by the mobile medical teams in the fighting
areas. We would add that 786 surgical operations have been
performed at Uqhd in the complete and air-conditioned " clinobox "
operating unit sent as part of the hospital equipment by the ICRC.

Five successive teams, each including thirty persons (doctors,
nurses, laboratory assistants, technicians, drivers, etc.) have
worked at the Uqhd hospital since November 1963. The strength of
the hospital staff is at present 32, including 29 Swiss (6 doctors)
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