
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE

A SPECIAL INTERNATIONAL STATUS
FOR CIVIL DEFENCE PERSONNEL

In its issue of October 1962, the International Review of the
Red Cross mentioned the studies being undertaken by the ICRC
with a view to strengthening the guarantees which international
humanitarian law could confer on civil defence personnel. The
encouragement which the International Committee has received
to pursue this objective, from the International Red Cross Council
of Delegates at its 1963 meeting, from National Societies of the
Red Cross, and even from governments, has induced it to convene
a meeting of Experts for this forthcoming autumn at which will be
present, in particular, representatives from governments having
declared themselves in favour of this work. The purpose of the
meeting is to lay the foundation for a set of draft regulations
concerning an internationally recognized status for civil defence.
It is intended to submit this draft to the next International Red
Cross Conference.

We give below the text of the circular letter which the Inter-
national Committee despatched on June 10, 1964 to the Central
Committees of National Red Cross, Red Crescent, Red Lion and
Sun Societies, in order to advise them of the autumn meeting.
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The Council of Delegates at its meeting in Geneva from Sep-
tember 1-10, 1963 adopted the following Resolution :

VII

Status of Personnel of Civil Defence Services

The Council of Delegates,

referring to Resolution No. IV relative to the participation of
National Red Cross Societies in Civil Protection, which was adopted
by the Council of Delegates assembled in Prague in the autumn
of 1961,

having studied the report presented by the International
Committee of the Red Cross to the Council of Delegates concerning
the Status of personnel of Civil Protection Services,
(a) notes with satisfaction the intention of the International

Committee of the Red Cross, if it obtains such governmental
support as it deems necessary, to draw up, in consultation with
experts provided by the interested Governments and National
Red Cross Societies, draft international rules denning the Status
of personnel, equipment and installations of civil protection
organisations in the event of armed conflict ;

(b) expresses the wish that these draft rules, if drawn up, be
submitted to the XXth International Conference of the Red
Cross ;

(c) hopes the National Societies will support the efforts of the
International Committee of the Red Cross and draw the atten-
tion of their Governments to this proposal which aims at
strengthening appreciably the protection of war-victims,
unceasingly advocated by the Red Cross.

After continuing the consultations mentioned in its report to
the Centenary Congress1, the International Committee of the
Red Cross was able to conclude last April that the number of
governments giving encouragement to pursue its efforts in this
field was now sufficient to enable it with their assistance to frame
the required draft regulation.

1 " Status of Personnel of Civil Defence Services " doc. DD 3 b/1,
Geneva, June 1963.
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This being so, the ICRC has decided to convene from October 27
to November 6, in Geneva, a private meeting of government and
Red Cross experts from the countries—of which there are so far 12—
which have shown themselves favourably inclined in principle
to such a regulation. The purpose of the meeting will be to supply
the ICRC, on the basis of a pre-arranged text, with such data as
will enable the Committee to frame the draft regulation for sub-
mission to the XXth International Conference of the Red Cross
in 1965. The League of Red Cross Societies will also be represented
at the meeting.

The draft regulation which the ICRC will draw up, following
the proceedings at the meeting, will be sent in the spring of 1965
to all members (governments and National Societies) of the next
International Conference of the Red Cross. These members will
thus have ample time to examine the problem and to draw up
proposals for amendment before and during the Conference.

If your Society or your government authorities deem it exped-
ient to advise us, even before this forthcoming autumn, of any
considerations or suggestions on the regulation which it is intended
to draw up, these would be gratefully received and submitted in
an appropriate manner to the meeting of experts.

Moreover, it is possible that the authorities in your country,
having had the opportunity of studying the problem on the basis
of the report which we submitted to the last Council of Delegates,
may already be in favour of the envisaged regulation in principle,
and in view of their experience in Civil Defence or the development
of Civil Defence service, may wish to take an active part in this
autumn's meeting and delegate experts from either government
services or the Red Cross. In such a case, we would appreciate
it if you would let us have news of any such desire without delay
in order that the ICRC, through your intermediary, may send
your Government an invitation to the meeting and give necessary
details.

We would stress that in any case the object of the meeting
will be limited and technical; the main aim will be the framing
of the draft regulation with which the foregoing resolution of the
Council of delegates is concerned.
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