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The items deposited there are beyond price, for behind these
card-indexes, how much anxiety will be relieved and how many
inquiries can be answered. The very first consideration was to
arrange and carry out preventive measures against fire which the
most up to date technique enables to be more effective from now
on. An electronic smoke detector has in fact been installed. With
its extraordinary sensitivity it can ensure vigilant protection of
the places where it is sited by almost instantaneous detection of the
seat of a fire. Automatic alarms, both visual and sonorous, immedi-
ately warn fire-fighting and disaster teams. In addition, the per-
manent post of the Geneva fire brigade is alerted, if the flames
have not been extinguished after three minutes.

These detectors, numbering 150, therefore watch night and day
over the mass, impressive as well as irreplacable, of over 45 million
card-indexes the oldest of which date from the 1870 Franco-
Prussian war. Their numbers continue to increase and the index
covers more than 4000 sq.m. in shelves over three floors.

There used to be bad conditions of working in these decrepit
rooms. These have been greatly improved with the construction of
an insulated roof. On the other hand, fire-proof partitions with non-
inflammable doors can isolate the various bays. Individual offices
have also been reinstalled, furnishings renewed, walls painted in
light colours and the floor covered in certain places with carpeting.
The lighting has also been improved, especially in the bays contain-
ing the national card-indexes.

All these improvements were seen by the President of the ICRC,
its principal collaborators and those of the Central Agency at the
inauguration of the premises on February 9, 1968. The effectiveness
of the new installations and the system of protecting the files are
certainly of inestimable value.

Another ICRC Film

The International Committee has just produced another colour
film; it is entitled They Are Still in Need.1 This film portrays
the work carried out by the ICRC medical teams in the Yemen.

1 16 mm., 18 mins.

147



INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE IN GENEVA

It shows among other things doctors working in caves in the heart
of the Jauf desert where they treat the wounded soldiers and
civilian victims of the events of the last few months.

The film which also shows scenes of life among the Yemen
tribes, is now available from the ICRC in French, English and
German versions.

Yemen, Land of Suffering produced by the ICRC in 1964 and
filmed in Sanaa and at the Uqd hospital in the desert can also be
obtained from the ICRC.
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