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Persons outside the camps as well as in them benefit from these
services.

By agreement with the Jordan Government, UNRWA is now
running six emergency tented camps in East Jordan, in which
more than 50,000 newly-displaced persons are accommodated.
Temporary shelter in tents has also been arranged for 10,000 newly-
displaced Palestine refugees in Syria."

MEDICINE IN THE MODERN WORLD
V

The first World Medical Law Congress was held in Ghent from
August 21 to 24, 1967, and was attended by representatives from
thirty-six countries. Most participants were doctors but there
were also many lawyers, moralists, theologians and sociologists
who came to compare experiences and opinions on such topics as
the doctor's place in modern society, medical experiments, the
doctor's responsibility, medical practice in time of war, etc.

At the opening session the theme dealt with was Medicine in the
Modern World. What makes discussion between legal and medical
experts necessary is the renovation of medical science. Thought can
and must be given to this renovation or innovation but we can say
that it is medicine which is the new factor; it is medicine which sets
the problems and must be called in question. The medical profes-
sion as a whole has found its feet, built up its own modern structure
and earned its prestige and standard of living during the XlXth
century. Whilst not unmindful of its historical and sociological
origins, it has, nevertheless, had several reasons to consider the
conditions which were provided for its exercise in the course of that
period. The legal texts which professional circles have drafted over
the last half century (the Medical Charter in France, the Principles
adopted by the World Medical Association, etc.) are illustrative of
these trends of thought . . . For tens of thousands of years sickness
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and death has haphazardly stricken humanity. Every nation, every
man suffered, was infirm or died, helpless. The good and the bad,
the wise and the foolish alike were all stricken. Now we are going
forward to changed times. More and more the most frequent ill-
nesses are coming under control either by individual or social action.
More and more frequently prognosis is related to emotional sta-
bility, the strictness of discipline imposed on the patient, and the
medical services.

Yet another interesting question we might mention: Should law
defer to medicine or vice versa ? Advances in medical techniques are
progressively changing the accepted limits of medical intervention.
In 1750 a laparatomy would have been a public scandal; now it is
commonplace. Not so long ago plastic surgery caused a stir; it is
current practice today. The attitude towards interruption of
pregnancy—which is undoubtedly a homicide—is changing in a
manner which, due to the very controversial nature of the problem,
is both disquieting and satisfying. Birth control, even now fanat-
ically opposed in certain quarters, has, like its related practice
sterilization, become the only weapon considered effective on a
world scale with which to check the disturbing over-population.
Everywhere law-makers and doctors together are seeking ways and
means to achieve structures and applicable rules consistent with
morality. The result is not always perfect, but are we not as yet
only starting to make practical comparisons of the interdependent
virtues of medicine and law ?

To judge from the number, scope and topical interest of the
subjects discussed by doctors, lawyers, moralists and sociologists,
the International Congress of Medical Law in Ghent was an im-
portant stage in the renovation of medical and legal policies.
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