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News Items

On behalf of prisoners in the Yemen

The International Committee has received from the Saudi
Arabian authorities a further list of prisoners captured by the
Royalist Yemeni forces fighting to re-establish the Imam El Badr
on the throne of Sanaa. This list comprises the names of 24 Egyp-
tian military personnel. These, after having been captured on
Yemen territory, were handed over to the Saudi Arabian authorities
who interned them in conformity with international practice.
Dr. Beretta, delegate of the ICRC, to whom the list was handed,
took steps to enable him to visit these prisoners.

On the Republican Yemeni side, Mr. Abdel Wasaa Hamid,
Director General of the Red Crescent recently founded in Sanaa,
informed the ICRC that he had made further representations, in
order to obtain from all military commanders lists of Royalist
fighters captured by the Republican forces. During the ICRC's
recent mission in Sanaa, he declared to its delegates that most of
the prisoners taken in action had been released and that it was
therefore difficult to draw up lists. He has now informed Geneva
that the three prisoners of Saudi Arabian origin, whose names he
had given to the delegates, had also been allowed to leave the
prison at Sanaa, and were able to move freely in the Republican
capital.

The ICRC relief action in the Yemen

In response to the appeal which it recently launched on behalf
of the victims of the conflict in the Yemen, the ICRC has received
favourable replies from eight National Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies. These have declared themselves prepared to make
contributions in cash or in kind available to the International
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Committee, which will make possible the despatch of medicines
and bandaging equipment. There is, on the other hand, still a lack
of medical personnel for the wounded in the Imam's forces.

In Saudi Arabia

As we have previously mentioned, the Saudi Arabian authorities
had informed the ICRC representatives of their intention to pro-
mote the creation of a National Red Crescent Society in the
Kingdom. This would seem to be likely to materialize in the near
future. In fact, the " Saudi Weekly Newsletter ", issued by the
Directorate General of Broadcasting, Press and Publications, has
recently announced that the establishment of a Red Crescent
Society was being studied at Jeddah.

The Society, states the Newsletter, will work to improve public
health in the country. Its mission will be the same as that carried
out by similar institutions in the world. Amongst other things, it
will establish a " Blood Bank " and offer first aid in cases of
emergency. If all goes well, it may join the International Red Cross
in the future. The idea of establishing a Red Crescent in Jeddah
has had a favourable echo in other parts of the country. In Riyadh,
scores of letters have been pouring to the Ministry of Labor and
Social Affairs asking for a Red Crescent being established in the
city as soon as possible. On his part the Minister pledged to offer
every help possible to realise this objective. On the other hand,
quite a number of well-to-do people expressed their wish to con-
tribute their share towards this scheme. In Dammam, the popu-
lation were not less enthusiastic. Signs are suggesting that before
long, a Red Crescent Association will see the light in the province.

Setting up of a special ICRC Delegation in Algeria

Following on the agreement made between the Algerian
Government and the ICRC, the latter has appointed Mr. Claude
Pilloud, Deputy Director for General Affairs, as head of its special
mission in Algeria to set the action on foot. From the beginning of
April the special delegation of the ICRC will be directed by
Mr. B. R. de Haller. As stated last month, the ICRC concluded
an agreement with Mr. Ben Bella's Government during the visit
to Algiers by its Vice-President, Mr. Samuel Gonard.

Mr. Pilloud has been to Algiers, where he prepared the setting
up of the special delegation. This comprises some twenty members
who have already arrived, some in Algiers and Oran and others
in the Constantine region.

The ICRC to which the recently concluded agreement has
entrusted the task of visiting places of detention in Algeria and of
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trying to discover the fate of persons missing after the cease-fire,
continues to receive numerous enquiries concerning persons whose
relatives have lost trace of them.

In the Congo and South Africa

The International Committee's Delegate General in Sub-
Equatorial Africa, Mr. Georges Hoffmann, recently went to
Leopoldville to contact the Congolese authorities. He was received
by Mr. Cyril Adoula, Head of the Government, and by Mr. Justin
Bomboko, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

After a short stay in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia, Mr. Hoff-
mann left for the Republic of South Africa. He visited the chief
towns in the country where he made contact with the directors
and members of the South African Red Cross. At Cape Town,
he met several members of the Government, among them Mr. Eric
Louw, Minister of External Affairs.

Visits to Detainees in the Congo

Accompanied by two doctors, one appointed by the Congolese
Government and the other belonging to the Swiss Medical Unit
in the Congo, Mr. Geoffroy C. Senn, Delegate of the International
Committee of the Red Cross, recently visited former members of
the constabularies of Katanga and South Kasai detained in N'dolo
prison in Leopoldville. The delegate also visited some political
detainees at Makala prison. The ICRC Delegate then went to
Stanleyville where he visited Katangan military prisoners detained
in the prison of Kongo-Kongo 3 miles from the town. He also
visited Stanleyville Central Prison.

Relief Action in Laos

The International Committee has just terminated the relief
action which it has been carrying out in Laos since December
1960. On that date, Mr. Andre Durand, Delegate General for
South-East Asia, intervened on behalf of the victims of the hostilities
which had broken out in Vientiane.

Subsequently, the ICRC, acting at the request of the Royal
Laotian Government, undertook from July 1961 onwards, a large
relief action on behalf of different groups of victims of events,
and particularly of refugees who had left the danger areas. At the
beginning of this year, the ICRC Delegate, Mr. Jacques Ruff,
realized that the Laotian authorities were now in a position to
deal themselves with the refugees who, in any case no longer raise
such a serious problem as hitherto. The ICRC has therefore decided
to terminate this activity.
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However, before leaving Laos, Mr. Ruff carried out various
other important tasks and in particular, visited numerous political
prisoners to whom he handed over relief supplies. He obtained
permission for them to correspond with their families and to receive
parcels from them. Shortly before his departure, he also visited
Dong Dam Douane internment camp in Savannakhet.

From now on the ICRC will send temporary missions to Laos.
Its representatives will thus continue to visit political detainees
and help the Laotian Red Cross and to direct other activities such
as tracing missing persons and resettling families.

The Central Tracing Agency

In 1962, the Central Tracing Agency of the International
Committee received 44,000 communications and sent out 35,000.
It dealt with 60,500 cases and opened 15,700 enquiries with National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, government offices, Civil
Service Departments, the International Tracing Service, etc.,
about 42% of which led to positive results.

Amongst the cases dealt with, a certain number still concerned
victims of the Second World War. As is known, it is a question, on
the one hand, of finding traces of civilians and military persons
missing during the conflict, of establishing proof of their death
and of finding where they are buried, and on the other hand, of
supplying those who ask with certificates of captivity, hospitali-
zation or decease.

The Central Agency has also had to deal with tasks imposed
upon it by current events and it has thus continued its enquiries
in North Africa to trace missing civilians and military. In the
same way, the events in the Congo, Laos, Indonesia, Goa, the
Middle East, etc., have necessitated opening enquiries and trans-
mitting family messages. The number of messages transmitted has
risen to more than 10,500.

It should be added that the Central Agency has continued, as
in previous years, to devote a great deal of its attention to family
resettlement in Europe and in countries overseas.

This rapid summary only gives a rough picture of the multi-
plicity of the Central Agency's complicated and delicate tasks.
But it should be emphasized that it is greatly encouraged by the
results obtained, thanks, particularly to the co-operation of
National Societies.

The President of the ICRC in Paris

Mr. Leopold Boissier, President of the International Committee
of the Red Cross, recently gave an address entitled " The peace
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which is alive ", at the Cercle interallie in Paris. During the course
of his talk he described the role of the ICRC in Cuba.

On the occasion of his visit to Paris, Mr. Boissier met Mr. Fran-
cois Missoffe, Minister for the repatriated, Mr. Jean de Broglie,
Secretary of State for Algerian Affairs and Mr. Andre Francois-
Poncet, President of the French Red Cross.

For Refugees

Mr. Leopold Boissier, President of the ICRC, was the first
person in Geneva to receive the " All Star Festival " record from
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The profits
of this record are for refugees. This fact can be interpreted as a
tribute to the Red Cross for the activities which it has been carrying
out for so long on behalf of refugees in the most varied regions of
the world.

Television film about the Red Cross

The British Broadcasting Corporation has just televised a
documentary programme telling the story of the first hundred
years of the International Red Cross with the aid of stills, early
documents and some rare archive material; two versions have
been made, a sixty-minute version which will be shown on BBC-tv,
and a fifty-minute international version for dubbing in foreign
languages to be available to the rest of the world.

The title of " The Third Front " derives from " Le Troisieme
Combatant", the autobiography of the Red Cross Delegate,
Dr. Marcel Junod, whose work took him into Ethiopia and Spain
in the 1930s and across many frontiers during the Second World
War.
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