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EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES

Africa

Sao Tome and Principe

A joint mission of the League of Red Cross Societies and the ICRC
in Sao Tome and Principe, from 11 to 18 August, was the first since the
independence of the islands on 12 July 1975. The League delegate,
Mr. M. Toe, and the ICRC representative, Mr. T. Germond, were
received by the Prime Minister, Mr. M. Trovoado and the Ministers
of Health, Social Affairs and Sports, Information, and Education and
Culture. They also had an interview with the Commander-in-Chief of
the Armed Forces and with the Minister of Foreign Affairs. The
Democratic Republic of Sao Tome and Principe having acceded to the
Geneva Conventions on 29 April 1976, the questions discussed were the
dissemination of knowledge of those Conventions and the role of the
ICRC in the development of international humanitarian law. ICRC
activities in general throughout the world were also reviewed.

Their talks with the budding Red Cross of SSo Tome" and Principe,
whose President is Mrs. M. A. Pinto da Costa, concerned the Society's
statutes and recognition. Mr. Toe and Mr. Germond also visited one
of the local sections and attended two meetings of the Committee, which
discussed various projected activities.

Latin America

Chile

In August the ICRC delegation in Chile, headed by Mr. R. K. Jenny,
visited fourteen places of detention in which 529 detainees were being
held, and where it distributed medicaments, toilet requisites, disinfectants,
blankets, mattresses, food, sports articles and so forth to a value of
about 3,700 dollars.
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At the same time the delegation continued assisting detainees'
families; this action, reaching a figure of more than 30,000 dollars,
benefited 1,595 families.

Mission to Surinam and Guyana

Mr. L. Isler, who has taken over from Mr. E. Leemann as regional
delegate, went in August to Surinam and Guyana.

In Surinam, which acceded to independence on 25 November 1975,
he conferred with the leaders of the Red Cross on the emerging National
Society's organization and activities. He also discussed with the Ministers
of Foreign Affairs and of Health Surinam's accession to the Geneva
Conventions and the activities of the ICRC regional delegation.

In Guyana, Mr. Isler was received in audience by the President of
the Republic, Mr. Arthur Chung, the Minister of the Interior, and the
Minister of Health. ICRC activities were discussed, with special reference
to its assistance to detainees and the dissemination of knowledge of the
Geneva Conventions.

He also had a comprehensive exchange of views with the leaders of
the Guyana Red Cross, whose President, Dr. Richmond, invited him to
participate in the "Residential Leadership Seminar" organized by the
Society at Timehri from 20 to 22 August.

To conclude his visit to Guyana, Mr. Isler visited the Georgetown
prison which had 400 prisoners.

Asia

Thailand

The ICRC, in June, July and August, was permitted by the Thai
authorities to visit refugees being detained for having entered the country
illegally. The Bangkok delegation, led by Mr. Zen Ruffinen, carried out
a total of 32 visits to places of detention where there were 460 refugees.
Once released, these people are transferred to refugee camps.

Mission to Afghanistan and Burma

Mr. D. Borel, ICRC regional delegate based in New Delhi, was in
Afghanistan during the second half of July and in Burma in mid-August.
The purpose of his trips was to maintain contact with the authorities and
National Societies of these two countries, to inform them about ICRC
operations, and to discuss various questions connected with the dis-
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semination of knowledge of the Geneva Conventions and Red Cross
principles among youth and the armed forces.

Middle East

Lebanon

Since the fall of Tel al-Zaatar, the work of the ICRC for the benefit
of the victims of the war in Lebanon has continued unabated.

ICRC delegates have visited ten prisoners held by the Kataeb and
three in the hands of the FPLP.

The ICRC has also carried out further surveys in all accessible regions
in order to:

— see what protection was required by isolated communities,

— assess needs,

— distribute relief to the most needy and isolated groups of displaced
persons, to organize distribution through existing local structures,
and to supply hospitals and dispensaries.

The ICRC hospital in Beirut also continued working intensively.
The local Tracing Agencies and the Central Agency in Geneva

handled many requests for news of people separated from their families.
** *

At the beginning of September there were 58 ICRC delegates and
other personnel, including the field hospital staff made available by the
Nordic Red Cross Societies, in action in Lebanon: Beirut 31 (including
15 doctors and nurses at the hospital); Jounieh 12; Tripoli 8; Cyprus
(logistic base) 7.

The ICRC air-lift between Larnaca and Beirut, which had started
on 6 July, ceased on 12 August, as it was no longer safe to land at Beirut.
In just over one month of operation, the ICRC aircraft made 37 flights
and conveyed more than 380 tons of relief supplies.

To continue sending relief, the ICRC chartered a ship. Between
22 August and 9 September, in four trips from Cyprus to Jounieh,
Tripoli and Tyre, the vessel delivered 985 tons of supplies.

Between the start of its operations in Lebanon, last October, and
12 September 1976, the ICRC delivered 2,300 tons of medical supplies,
food, blankets and clothing, to a value of 12.5 million Swiss francs.
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Chile: Head of the delegation of the ICRC visiting the Santiago penitentiary.
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Madras: Indian Red Cross welcoming people just repatriated by the International
Red Cross from the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam.
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Consistent with the principles of neutrality and impartiality which guide
its activities, it distributed this relief to the most needy victims of the
conflict on both sides, with no adverse discrimination. This work was
made possible by the contributions in cash and kind received by the
ICRC from governments, National Societies and international organi-
zations.

Israel and occupied territories

The ICRC organized the return to the occupied territories of some
4,370 Arab students registered with Egyptian universities, to enable
them to join their families for holidays, or because they had completed
their studies. In eleven operations, they crossed the U.N. buffer zone via
the El Qantara road, together with about 280 other people, most of
them just visiting the occupied territories. At the same time, about a
thousand people were enabled to travel to Cairo.

Student travel in the opposite direction has now begun with the
resumption of courses in the Egyptian universities.
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