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Ladies and gentlemen,
On the 70th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, I

pay tribute to the work of the Council and the High Commissioner as a tireless
advocate for freedom, equality and dignity.

The challenges we face today are sobering. We regularly see the
heartbreaking results of widespread violations of international human rights law
and international humanitarian law. In every part of the globe, too many civilians
are the target of fighting, too many are detained in inhumane conditions and too
many are forcibly displaced – all in defiance of humanitarian rules.

The challenge of preventing, responding to and recovering from these
atrocities is immense, and the solutions are complex and multifaceted. But we
have many of the tools already at our disposal; it is a matter of harnessing them.

Today I urge all member States to fulfil their obligations – as those
primarily responsible for the protection of their civilians – and reinvigorate the
fundamental contract of humanity: to respect and preserve life and dignity.

It is clear that we will have limited success in alleviating suffering unless
there are major preventative efforts to reduce the needs of people. First and
foremost this comes from respect for international humanitarian law, which every
country around the world is bound by.
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The law is the line of our common humanity; it is our shield against
barbarity. [It holds that] civilians are not targets; rape, torture and executions are
never acceptable; hospitals treating the injured and sick are not targets; those who
help cannot be kidnapped or killed; civilians cannot be used as human shields;
illegal weapons, which create enormous suffering, must never be used; those who
help must have access to those in need; [and] civilians caught between the front
lines must be able to leave for safer places.

While we must pay critical attention to violations of the law, we must
equally recognize the many positive examples of respect. For the law is an
inherently practical tool. It can shape behaviour and influence those bound by it
to exercise restraint. It offers guidance on dilemmas of humanity and military
necessity, allowing armies to exercise common decency, to keep their honour clean.

The law provides a basis, a shared language, for warring parties to come to
the table, to find common ground or mutual advantage – for example, to agree
limits on destructive weapons, such as the treaty on anti-personnel mines and
subsequent extensive de-mining programmes, which have saved thousands of
lives; or to negotiate prisoner exchanges or guarantee safe passage for civilians
out of besieged cities.

The law helps to increase humane treatment, reduce torture and prevent
cycles of resentment and radicalization.

The law ensures there is humanity for all, that groups and individuals are
not forgotten. It provides, for example, that foreign fighters are not “disappeared”
or left hidden from the world.

The law enables the International Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC] to
trace missing people, reunite families and address the tragedy of societies ripped
apart by war.

International humanitarian law not only works, but it has positive and
reverberating impacts when it is respected. For example, when the principles of
proportionality and distinction are applied, lives are saved, hospitals and schools
remain open, electricity and water supplies continue, and markets function. These
are factors that all contribute to stability once the guns have fallen silent.

The ICRC aims to create an environment where life and dignity are
respected through protecting and upholding the humanitarian space. We use the
law to do this, and we talk with everyone with influence because everyone has a
role to play in ensuring respect for the law.

Ladies and gentlemen, nowadays, wars are rarely “won”. Instead they are
increasingly protracted, lasting sometimes for decades, leaving cities and their
residents in ruin.

In this reality, international humanitarian law is an incredibly useful, and
potentially powerful, tool in an army’s response. As conflicts are increasingly
protracted it becomes critically important to mitigate the damage of war, ending
battles of retribution, reducing radicalization and lessening the damage on civilian
populations. The law provides a basis to win the peace and to set the foundations
for community acceptance.
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I urge member States, individually and collectively, to continue to engage
constructively with the ICRC and redouble their efforts to comply with their
commitments.

The choice is political and it is also yours, ladies and gentlemen,
representatives of States: you can get trapped in vicious circles of unbridled and
boundless violence or you can choose the virtue of law.

I know only too well that the reading of the law in today’s complex
circumstances is challenging. But what it offers us, when today we are faced with
growing levels of mistrust, impunity and political polarization, is a practical way
out of the darkness.

Thank you.

The laws of war are our shield against barbarity

1177




	CONTENTS
	Conflict in Syria
	Voices and perspectives
	Syria: The human cost of war
	Law and protection
	The way forward
	Selected articles
	Reports and documents
	Books and articles

	CONFLICT IN SYRIA: FINDING HOPE AMID THE RUINS
	Destructive rage
	Portrait of a disaster
	Not enough space for humanitarian workers
	Ongoing struggle to uphold the law

	Interview with Peter Maurer
	You have been to Syria several times since the conflict began. What can you tell us about what you have seen there?
	What are the main challenges facing the ICRC in terms of its response in Syria?
	This brings us to the principles of neutrality, impartiality and independence in humanitarian action. The ICRC has been criticized in the past for operating out of government-held territory. How do you balance the need to engage with the Syrian government on the one hand and the ICRC's Fundamental Principles on the other?
	The ICRC does much of its work in Syria in partnership with the Syrian Arab Red Crescent (SARC). Can you explain the roles of the SARC, other National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (National Societies) that might be operating in Syria, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the ICRC–especially for those who might be less familiar with the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (the Movement)?
	The war in Syria has witnessed the violation of some of the most basic tenets of IHL, such as attacks on the SARC and other humanitarian organizations, as well as on health care, and the use of chemical weapons. As the guardian of IHL, how can the ICRC respond? As its president, what is your view of this tragic phenomenon?
	IHL is most often talked about when it is violated, which can lead to the impression that it is never respected and has no impact. In a context like Syria, where the violations of the law are quite high-profile, what impact does IHL have?
	What can be done to ensure that civilians are better protected and to alleviate the suffering caused by the war in Syria?

	The Syrian Arab Red Crescent and the International Committee of the Red Cross: A true partnership to help the most vulnerable*
	Not a target
	Emad's story

	Walking again with hope
	Reuniting families
	Rebuilding livelihoods, restoring normalcy
	Hisham's plans for the future


	The fragility of community security in Damascus and its environs
	The city of Damascus and its environs
	Social agglomerations in Damascus and its environs
	Urban Damascus
	Geographic districts of Rural Damascus
	Communities in rural Damascus

	Damascus and its surrounding areas prior to 2010
	Damascus and its surrounding areas in 2011–18
	Characteristics of rural and urban environments during the ongoing crisis
	The latent fragility of security
	Outline placeholder
	Communal introversion
	Fragile cohesion
	Fragmentation through introversion


	Assessment of the physical planning, social and security situations
	Informal settlements in the city of Damascus and its environs
	Poverty in Damascus and its hinterland
	Lack of follow-up to planning studies
	Areas of armed conflict

	The spatial coincidence of negative factors that helped to trigger the crisis

	Mental health during the Syrian crisis: How Syrians are dealing with the psychological effects
	Introduction
	The mental health situation in Syria before the crisis
	Psychological effects of the crisis on Syrians
	Management of psychological effects in recent years
	Conclusion

	Weaponizing monuments
	What we owe to Syria?
	The Hague Convention of 1954
	Assessing the toll
	Monuments on the battle lines
	Aleppo
	Palmyra

	Writing off Syria's monuments?
	Attempting a damage tally

	An archaeological wasteland?

	Crossing the red line: The use of chemical weapons in Syria and what should happen now
	Introduction
	Chemical weapons use in Syria and international responses
	The Secretary-General's Mechanism
	The OPCW–UN Joint Mission
	The OPCW Fact-Finding Mission
	The OPCW–UN Joint Investigative Mechanism
	OPCW Technical Secretariat additional inspections in Syria
	The International, Impartial and Independent Mechanism
	The International Partnership against Impunity

	Options for accountability
	The International Criminal Court
	Ad hoc international criminal tribunal
	National prosecutions
	Measures available under the Chemical Weapons Convention

	Conclusion–the potential to move forward

	Islamic law and international humanitarian law: An introduction to the main principles
	Introduction
	Origins of the Islamic law of war
	Sources of Islamic law

	Characteristics of the Islamic law of war
	Principles of the Islamic rules of war
	Protection of civilians and non-combatants
	Permissible weapons in war
	Human shields and night attacks
	Protection of property
	Prohibition of mutilation of the enemy
	Treatment of prisoners
	Quarter and safe conduct
	Management of dead bodies

	The Islamic law of war between theory and practice
	Conclusion

	From a model of peace to a model of conflict: The effect of architectural modernization on the Syrian urban and social make-up
	Introduction: Architecture as a register
	The urban fabric
	Beauty matters
	Achieving the sense of home
	Four transformations
	Religious sites
	Commercial spaces
	Housing
	Nature

	Rebuilding

	Protecting cultural property in Syria: New opportunities for States to enhance compliance with international law?
	Introduction
	The legal framework protecting cultural property in Syria
	International humanitarian law
	Transnational law enforcement
	International human rights law
	Applicable UN Security Council resolutions

	Cultural property as a battleground in Syria
	Innovations in protection that have emerged in response to the destruction of cultural property in Syria
	Remaining gaps
	Concluding remarks and ways forward

	“Safe areas”: The international legal framework
	International humanitarian law
	Geneva Conventions I and IV: Hospital and safety zones and localities
	Types of protected zones
	Draft Agreements on hospital and safety zones and localities

	Geneva Convention IV: Neutralized zones
	Additional Protocol I: Demilitarized zones
	Non-international armed conflicts
	Protected zones: Their establishment and operation in practice
	The general rules of IHL regulating conduct of hostilities

	“Safe areas” established by means other than agreement between belligerents
	Jus ad bellum considerations
	Mandates, “concepts of operations” and directives on the use of force
	A new model of safe areas: “Protection of civilians sites” in South Sudan

	Protection in safe areas: Refugee law and human rights law considerations
	Conclusion

	A universal treaty for disasters? Remarks on the International Law Commission's Draft Articles on the Protection of Persons in the Event of Disasters
	Introduction: Setting the scene of international disaster law
	Creation of the Draft Articles on the Protection of Persons in the Event of Disasters
	The law-making techniques and structure of the DAs
	Scope of the DAs and relationship with IHL

	Discovering the “vertical” and “horizontal” dimensions of the DAs
	The “vertical” dimension
	The “horizontal” dimension
	Disaster risk reduction
	The “checks and balances” approach between the interests of the affected State and assisting actors in the relief phase
	Consent of the affected State
	The “operational” provisions


	The way forward
	Concluding remarks
	Protection of persons in the event of disasters

	Naval robots and rescue
	Introduction
	UMS and the future of naval warfare
	The moral foundations of the duty of rescue
	UMS and rescue: The ethical challenge
	The case against a duty of rescue for UMS
	The case for a duty of rescue for UMS
	Designing UMS for rescue
	Conclusions

	Emerging military technologies applied to urban warfare
	Executive summary
	Introduction
	Cyber warfare
	Legal issues
	Applicable law
	Proportionality and precautions
	Attribution

	Positive uses in armed conflict

	New robotics
	Legal issues
	Accountability
	A moral obligation to use new technologies?

	Positive uses

	Human enhancement
	Ethical issues
	Legal issues
	IHL and international human rights law
	Ability to comply with IHL
	Article 36 review
	Medical personnel
	Countering enhanced personnel

	Positive uses

	New technology and military and policy decision-making
	Decisions to regulate new technologies
	Military decision-making

	Conclusions

	The laws of war are our shield against barbarity
	S1816383119000092_head1
	New publications in international humanitarian law and on the International Committee of the Red Cross
	Behaviour of combatants/military ethics – Books
	Civilians and persons hors de combat – Books
	Articles
	Conduct of hostilities – Books
	Articles
	Cyber warfare – Books
	Articles
	Fundamental guarantees – Books
	Articles
	History of the ICRC – Articles
	Humanitarian relief – Articles
	International Committee of the Red Cross – Books
	Articles
	ICRC activities – Books
	Articles
	International criminal law – Books
	Articles
	International human rights law – Books
	Articles
	International humanitarian law–development and scope – Books
	Articles
	International humanitarian law–general issues – Books
	Articles
	International humanitarian law–implementation – Books
	Articles
	International humanitarian law–types of actors – Books
	Articles
	Journalists – Articles
	Law of naval warfare – Articles
	Law of neutrality – Books
	Law of occupation – Books
	Articles
	Medical and religious personnel and objects – Books
	Articles
	Missing persons/deceased persons – Books
	National Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies – Books
	Natural environment – Articles
	Persons deprived of liberty/detention – Books
	Articles
	Protected objects – Articles
	Public international law – Books
	Articles
	Refugees/displaced persons – Books
	Articles
	Weapons – Books
	Articles


